
Dear St. Albert Public Families:  

Dear St. Albert Public Families: 

Welcome back! We hope you all had a restful holiday break. We are looking forward to 
welcoming our students back to our schools on Monday, January 10th. 

Thank you for your patience this week as we have been working through the operational details 
that go along with our students returning to in-school learning.  Some of these details are still 
being worked on at the provincial level but we will continue to provide updates as information is 
shared with us. 

We are hopeful this past week at home means that students are returning to school healthy, 
ready and excited to resume their learning. However, given the high number of Covid cases in 
our city and province, we must remain vigilant. We ask that you continue to do the daily 
screening checklist before sending your child to school or on the school bus, keep your children 
at home if they are sick, and notify your child’s school of any positive Covid-related diagnoses. 
(Please note that we are waiting for a revised screening tool from the government and will post 
it when it’s provided to us.) This will enable us to act quickly to reduce the possibility of spread, 
and keep our students, staff and community safe. 

The provincial government has committed to sending medical-grade masks and rapid tests to 
school divisions. Shipments have started this week, and we are hopeful to have some supplies 
delivered by today or early next week.  Once we receive our supplies we will distribute them to 
our schools as quickly as possible. Alberta Education has created a “How To Video” for the 
proper use of the rapid testing kits which you can find here. We know that many students have 
embraced the wearing of masks that support their own personality.  At this time, we are strongly 
encouraging all students to use the medical-grade masks that are being provided by the 
government over the next month. However if students continue to wear family-provided cloth 
masks, we are asking that these masks be well-fitted 3-ply cloth masks that include a filter.  

We are currently waiting on provincial guidance documents, and once we receive these 
documents we will update our division website.  Key items include:  

• mandatory masking for all K-12 students; we strongly recommend the use of a well-fitted 
parent provided 3-ply cloth mask with a filter or a school-provided medical-grade mask; 

• cohorting where possible; 
• continued focus on hand and respiratory hygiene; 
• continued use of Merv 13 filters in all schools and regular monitoring of all HVAC 

systems; 
• students attending school only when healthy, staying home when symptomatic (even 

mild symptoms);  
• open communication between home and school regarding Covid cases; and 
• continued transparent reporting of reported Covid cases on the division website.  

Our website contains more information regarding isolation requirements, rapid tests and more, 
so please refer to https://www.spschools.org/district_operations/covid-19 for more information 
and important links. 

It is critically important that we all continue to follow ALL health orders if we are to keep our 
students safe, and our schools open and running. We know this continues to be a challenging 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h4q7EuAbgE8


time and it is sometimes tempting to bend the rules, but it is crucial to follow them if we want 
schools to remain open for in-school instruction. We all have a role to play in this. 

Please also keep in mind that, depending on case numbers in our schools, we could move 
affected classes online, and it could happen quickly and with little notice. We know this is 
difficult for families, but any such decisions are made in the best interest of student and staff 
wellbeing. Although it’s hard to prepare for the unknowns, we are ready for quick transitions so 
that your child’s learning is not negatively impacted. 

In closing, we would like to thank all of our families for their tremendous support during yet 
another challenging school year. Whatever the next few months hold, we will make the best of 
them together.  

St. Albert Public Schools 

 


